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PoliceComplaintOct2020
On October 3, 2020, Detective JP McLaughlin made a
post on his Facebook business page, Illinois Tactical
Firearms Training, and delved into his thoughts and
ideologies about protestors - putting our members in fear
and concern for their safety. Several trauma survivors,
that happen to be members of our org, were
retraumatized by the hateful comments by JP
McLaughlin, as well as many others who have indicated
themselves to be safety risks.
The individuals commenting hateful, racist dialogue,
attacking our members online, show a propensity for the
love of guns, a dislike/fear/or hate for Black Lives Matter
(BLM) protestors, and little to no regard for the safety of
women.
Detective JP McLaughlin gave these risky individuals a
platform on which to spew their hate and vitriol about our members and our organization.
Statements From Our Members Regarding This Incident:
“I was very upset and disappointed in Detective McLaughlin's comments. I actually thought
highly of him and his family and have even had people from out of town drive out here to get
their concealed carry license from him. I actually convinced people to drive out here and go to
his class instead of somewhere closer to them when they live in areas with high crime rates and

needed something to feel safer when alone. I am upset with myself for recommending him and
will never do so again.
I read his original post about how he said he was "attacked" and read every single comment from
everyone else, even ones after they were edited, to try to understand where he was coming from.
The post seemed to leave out a lot of details. For example, saying you were in your car but
returned someone's personal items twice. What was left out there? Why was the full side of the
story not shared?
Also, even when off duty, why is this allowed to be posted at all when you have a career in law
enforcement? It is on a public business Facebook page. Working in healthcare would have been
viewed in poor taste since a member of the community you serve is being called out, so why is it
acceptable to discuss on duty or off duty altercations on social media as a law enforcement
officer? I have no way of knowing whether this occurred and am certainly not condoning said
behavior, but when you are seen highly in a community then this should not be handled on social
media. The post caused even more hate in this community to spew and people were quick to post
that they would take care of said problem. The majority of these people are known keyboard
warriors, but since you chose to post this, you now hold the responsibility to tell those people
that it is NOT ok to "handle this" and that violence will lead to consequences.
Another big concern for me was ending the post with a statement saying that he can't be
intimidated. That statement has a completely different tone when being posted on your firearms
business page than if posted on your personal page. I am not saying this should have been posted
anywhere, but the choice to post from a business page dealing with firearms left me feeling sick.
Another concern is the comment later made that was meant to be an attempt at showing he meant
no harm seemed forced. He didn't actually apologize, but instead said that he was sorry people
took it the wrong way. He also said the reason he was vague is because he doesn't "promote,
condone or support violence." If you didn't want to promote violence, why choose to post from a
firearms training business page? If I posted anything of that sort, even on a personal social media
page, I would be fired and I don't even have a career that focuses on protecting the community.
This type of behavior is why I didn't continue through with law enforcement as a career. This is
also why so many members of our community are afraid to even go to Walmart without being
targeted by other community members for no reason. This is unacceptable.”

-

Nicole Slagle

“Detective JP McLaughlin conducted himself in a very inappropriate manner with his comments
on his Facebook business page about protesters. He was wrong about the facts and was
deliberately provocative in posting veiled threats of violence and encouraging others to do the
same. This sort of conduct promotes public mistrust of law enforcement as only interested in
protecting the “right” kinds of people - and who are the right people?
The Racial Justice Coalition is doing extraordinarily important work in Macomb, and they are to
be commended for it, not threatened.”
-

Angel Smith

“I think that Detective JP McLaughlin’s comments were immoral and reprehensible.
McLaughlin’s comments make me feel like my safety at protests in Macomb is at jeopardy. If
just one officer has this mentality, how many others fall along with his ideals? This man puts us
all at risk. Please take the time to fully investigate this incident.”
-

Samuel Richardson, President of the Social Justice Coalition

Regina Matthews, a member of the RJC Leadership Team
attempted to reach out to JP McLaughlin and inform him
that the woman in question is not a member of the RJC
and was not a participant

Robin Johnson, 2nd Secretary of the RJC, also attempted to
reach out to JP McLaughlin and clarify for him that the
woman in question is not a member of the RJC, and that we
do not condone such behavior from our members.
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